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CONPIDENTIAL SANTO DOMINGO 2749 

CARACAS POR ROBERT PASTOR, NSC 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PEPER, PINS, DR 

SUBJECT: PENA GOMEZ AIRS PEARS OVER "ASSASINATION PLOT" 

REFS SANTO DOMINGO 2737; SANTO DOMINGO 2739 

1. MORNING EL SOL TODAY CARRIES STATEMENT BY PRD SECGEN JOSE 
PRANCISCO PENA GOMEZ, WHO IS DESCRIBED AS IN "SEMI-HIDING," 

TO THE EPPECT THAT "ANTI-DEMOCRATIC GROUPS" WITHING OPPICIAL 
CIRCLES ARE OUT TO KILL HIM. STATEMENTS REPORTEDLY MADE TO 
DOMINICAN AND VENEZUELAN RADIO AND TV REPORTERS. 

2. PENA CHARGED THAT INDIVIDUALS IN TWO VEHICLES WERE 
CIRCULATING IN THE CITY LOOKING POR HIM. HE SAYS HE IS IN 
"SEMI-HIDING" BECAUSE, DESPITE STATEMENTS BY BALAGUER AND POLICE 
CHIEF NIVAR, THE SITUATION IS STILL CONTUSED WITHING THE GOVERNMENT; 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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MOREOVER, WITHIN THE ARMED PORCES AND THE POLICE THERE ARE 
"AGRESIVE AND PANATICAL MINORITY SECTORS WHICH THINK THAT THEY 
CAN RESOLVE THE SITUATION BY ELIMINATING A PRD LEADER, CREATING 
A STATE OP CHAOS WHICH MAKES IMPOSSIBLE THE ASSUMPTION OP POWER 
BY THE PRD." HE EXPRESSED VIEW THAT DANGER TO PRD LEADERS WOULD 
NOT CEASE EVEN ALTER A NEW GOVERNMENT IS SWORN IN. 
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3. PENA SAID PRD IS PARTY OF PEACE AND INDICATED IT WOULD NOT 
REACT FORCEEULLY TO THESE THREATS. HE CALLED ON THE PEOPLE TO 
REMAIN CALM AND AVOID PROVOCATIONS, ' BECAUSE DESPERATE REEORMISTAS 
ACTING WITHOUT PRESIDENT BALAGUER'S CONSENT ARE TRYING BY ALL 
MEANS TO PROVOKE AN ACTION BY PRD EOLLOWERS THAT COULD BRING 

ON A BLOODBATH. SUCH A TRAGEDY CANNOT YET BE DISCOUNTED 
BECAUSE THESE GROUPS CONTINUE TO TRY TO KILL THE PRINCIPAL PRD 
LEADERS INCLUDING ITS CANDIDATE EOR PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT." 

4. COMMENT. THESE ARE EIRST PUBLIC REMARKS CONCERNING ALLEGED 
ASSASINATION PLOTS. PRD LEADERS ARE OBVIOUSLY UNDER GREAT STRAIN 
AND THEIR CONFIDENCE MAY SHIET SOMEWHAT AS RUMORS ABOUT SUCH PLOTS 
AND OTHER ACTIONS BY GOVERNMENT CIRCULATE. FOR INSTANCE, REPORT 
THAT CONGRESS WILL BE CALLED INTO SESSION SHORTLY HAS RAISED 
SUSPICIONS IN THE PRD THATSOME TRICKERY-CHANGES IN ELECTION LAW 

OR DENUNCIATIONS OE EOREIGN INTER VENTIONSIM-MAY BE IN THE WORKS. 

(CONGRESSIONAL SOURCES SAY AT THIS POINT THAT ONLY REASON EOR CALLING 
CONGRESS TOGETHER IS TO EXTEND CURRENT CONGRESSIONAL SESSION 
EOR 60 DAYS BEFORE IT RUNS OUT ON MAY 26.) 

YOST 
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